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INTRODUCTION TO THE FARNHAMIAN - VOLUME 3

The following fifty or more pages make up the third magazine in the 1990 series, and it is
hoped that once again it brings to the reader some interesting news of his contemporaries,
whether they were pupils or staff. After all, the 'Farnhamian’ is a vehicle of nostalgia, and
some of the information this time has come from a wide variety of sources. The articles on
the 'New Americans’ are the results of several exchanges of letters across the Atlantic. The
profiles of George Bacon and George Boyes are included, thanks to details given to the
editor by the daughters of these well known figures in the history of Farnham Grammar
School.

This time the input received would have enabled the editor to issue almost two magazines
and I hope that this interest by the members of the Association will continue and they will
pass over ideas, articles etc. for future magazines.

Once again the pages show the input of Eddie (Ned) Godsil, and it is sad to realise that
future magazines will not include some item of interest from this popular figure. Since the
last issue he has passed on, and the Old Boys will never be quite the same again with him,
being especially missed at the Annual Dinners. I do not intend to say more on this subject
as the words from George Baxter, that are printed here, speak for all of us.

This year we see our new President Brian Daniels take the chair and feel sure that he will
prove an able leader over the coming period of office. Our thanks to Dennis Phillips, who
has handed over the reins after three years, for his eventful term in the chair and the
success he had in re-igniting interest in the Old Boys Association.

My thanks to all those who helped with this particular 'Farnhamian’ and I hope that the
reader finds it up to the standard of the previous magazines.

Design and production of 1996 *Old Farnhamian’
by Alison George
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Message from the President BRIAN DANIELS

Almost 50 years ago three small boys met at the bottom of Gravel Hill to be escorted to the
Grammar School by one Keith Paget, second son of the headmaster of the Bourne School.
Thus began my first day at Morley Road and the school where I spent five happy years.

After National Service with the RAF I embarked on a long career in the insurance industry
working at Lloyds of London and now having passed sixty years of age I find myself as
your President. I'mnot sure whether this is a priviledge and honour or, having spent many
years on the General Committee, including being secretary, its just my turn!!

Anyway, I was elected at this years’ A.G.M. and my first task must be, on behalf of all of
us, to say a special thank you to Dennis Phillips. He has been our President for the last
three years and we have all benefitted in the General Committee from his leadership of our
mectings and his specches at the Annual Dinner. Fortunately we shall not lose him
altogether as he has agreed to serve on the General Committee. Incidentally, Dennis was
also a previous secretary so perhaps I have at least one qualification as President!

Also our thanks are due to all the officers and committee members whose committment to
the running of the OFA enables the fellowship started during school days to continue
among the Old Boys.

Whilst I am on the thank yous I feel we should also congratulate Cyril Trust for producing
the excellent 1995 edition of the *Farnhamian’ with all its interesting comment and news of
and from Old Boys. Please keep the information coming for future editions,

Sadly as most of you know Ned Godsil died earlier this year and he will be much missed
by all in the committee, mostly for his encyclopaedic knowledge of the School, its pupils,
staff and old boys. His commital scrvice at Aldershot Crematorium was supported by a
very large number of Old Boys as well as members of his family and representatives of the
many societies in the town with which he was associated. Farham town life will be the
poorer without him.

During 1995 the 400 Trust Farnham Lecture took place in the College when the speaker
was old college boy James Mates, and his lecture on the future of Television News was
well received by a large audience. This years’ lecture will take place in the Autumn and
will be given by The Right Reverend John Gladwin, Bishop of Guildford, so do please
come and support this event.

Also during September last year the OFA was very pleased to take part in the Festival of
Flowers in St Andrews Parish Church. The festival was part of the commemorations for
the 50 years since the ending of the Second World War. Called 'Farnham Reflects’ it
featured some of the organisations involved in the life of Farnham during that period. The
OFA arrangement was part of an area depicting education and was brilliantly designed and
executed by Ann Blunt (wife of Old Boy Graham Blunt).

I look forward to serving you during my term as President and take this opportunity to
send Best Wishes to you all.
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Old Farnhamians Association 64th Annual Dinner TONY TUBB

In the age of the female takeover, the Old Farnhamians Association remains as masculine
as ever, although at its Annual Dinner held at Farnham College on the 13th April the event
was graced by attractive waitresses serving an excellent meal provided by the catering
services of the college.

Around 100 Old Boys and former staff, the youngest approaching 40 and the oldest
hanging on into their 80’s,travelled from all parts to renew acquaintances and indulge the
yearly bout of nostalgia.

The evening invariably has one period of quiet when those who have passed on are
remembered, and particularly missed were Smiler Higgins, Don Sturt, Frank German and
Ned Godsil, all of whom were present last year.

The new President, Brian Daniels, opened his address with thanks to his predecessor,
Dennis Phillips for his three years in office and referred to the continuing links with
Farnham College, drawing members’ attention to an appeal for funds to provide an
artificial cricket pitch at the college and reminding them that the institution that now
occupies the former grammar school buildings will shortly be celebrating its Silver
Jubilee. His reference to the passing of Ned Godsil and the loss felt by so many Old Boys
and staff was warmly acknowledged by the gathering.

The loving cup , with its secret ingredients, was passed from mouth to mouth while
ex-headmaster George Baxter conducted the Roll Call. Norman Patrick proved to be the
earliest attender at the school, beginning lessons back in 1923. There was not a gap until
the very last intake in 1973 when education reorganisation "killed off" the grammar
school.

The toast to the School and the Association was proposed by Alan Ryall, who arrived at
the school 73 years ago. His account of his life and that of fellow pupils was loudly
applauded by an appreciative audience. He quoted from the School Song; "Nurslings of
her, ’tis our delight to sing her praise both day and night."

Said Mr Ryall; "That really says it all. It is the reason for the Association and our being
here tonight."

(Taken from the ’Farnham Herald’ edition 26th April 1996).

Attending;

PJ.Clark, A.D.Harland, R.H.Hewes, M.E.H.Sturt, M.J.Homner, J.H.Crotty, J.A.Bateman,
J.B.Kite, R.A.Pooley, I.P.Bentick, G.H.A.Hewes, FFEFoley, J.E.Goddard, PLillywhite,
R.E.Hack, T.Tidd, W.R.King, E.JJerome, G.P.Hewes, R.C.Bowtell, S.A.Armstrong,
FH.Loveless, J.L.Vick, AJRayer, G.VHunt, JMunday, PRM.Still, J.Sherwood,
R.Diamond, C.J.Beale, G.J.Woods, P.A.Mylles, A.Homewood, M.Constantine, A.Spink,
A.l.Gatfield, J.A.Cockle, A.G.Lovell, K.IMentzel, D.A.Bowtell, D.Richards, T.Tubb,
J.D.Backhurst, E.Knight, D.S.Nunn, J.Travers, M.E.Jeffreys, C.D.Trust, B.E.Bone,
A.J.Upfold, D.Cannings, C.Balchin, B.E.Webberley, C.H.Brindley, R.E.Edgell, B.Mills,
WPWalsh, D.Polglaze, C.RFitch, M.N.Owen. M.Booker, A.L.Moore, JI.Cannings,
P.Cannings, R.A.Merson, D.J.Edgell, J.Adams, LH.Pearson, I.Hirst, E.P.Mayne,
W.J.Roffey, 1.C.Sargeant. J.R. Matthews, G.Watts, R.A.Stenning, C.B.Mullins, C.Nash,
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Attending the 64th Annual Dinner (continued...) TONY TUBB

P.Steadman, R.Jones, J.Shipton, D.Simpson, J.A.Cope, PS.Cope, M.Rochefort,
G.V.Harnett, H.Groves, G.W.S.Morris, N.H.Patrick, K.W.Baigent, D.C.Horry, A.J.Ryall,
B.J.Daniels, G.Baxter, G.D.Carroll, D.J.Phillips, C.C.E.Slyfield, D.C.Coakes.

Invitation Invitation
Oid Farnhamian’s Association 0Old Farnhamian’s Association
64th Annual Dinner Southampton Luncheon
Saturday 5th April 1997 Wednesday 16th October 1996
To be held at the Farnham College. at Busketts Lawn Hotel
Woodlands, Nr. Southampton
Please round up as many Old Boys as
possible to help make this a record | for details please contact Dudley Backhurst
attendance, (’I_‘elephnne: 01703 739760)
Message from the Old President DENNIS PHILLIPS

When George Baxter first approached me to stand for nomination of the Association I
confess I was somewhat surprised as although I have attended all but two of-the Annual
Dinners since I left the School, these were when I was abroad on National Service in the
Far East, it is some thirty years since I moved from Farnham and was able to play an
active part in the Association, in any event I live some distance away.

However my predecessor, Dudley Backhurst, told me that distance from Farnham had not
proved a problem for him, so I decided to accept the office.

I'have to say that my initial reservations were quickly overcome and I have found my term
in office both enjoyable and rewarding. The Annual Dinner and the Southampton Lunch
go from strength to strength, the bonds between the college and the OFA continue to
develop and the 400 Trust, Farnham Lecture, is becoming an established part of the town’s
activity. One thing that has given me particular pleasure is the re-establishment of the
Newsletter in the present format. This has been mainly thanks to the efforts of Cyril Trust
in taking this project on and producing a publication worthy of the Association.

What makes the President’s job easy is the fact that the Association has a very
hardworking Secretary, John Crotty, backed by the Treasurer, Membership Secretary,
Dinner Secretary. and Committee, who look after all of the organisational work of the Old
Boys.

I am sure that Brian Daniels will find their help invaluable and I hope that he will enjoy
his Presidency as much as I have.



THE FARNHAMIAN 5.

The Southampton Lunch - 1995

On Wednesday 18th October two dozen Old Boys met near the New Forest in Hampshire
to enjoy another lunch and general get together. This was the thirty fourth Southampton
lunch and the venue of Busketts Lawn Hotel is charming. This annual event arranged by
~ Dudley Backhurst is well worth attending and apart from an excellent meal the afternoon
is filled with nostalgia,

This year saw a cross section of Old Boys from the 30’s to the 60's, and coming from as far
afield as Wiltshire, Berkshire and of course Hampshire and Surrey. The School staff was
represented by George Baxter, the former headmaster, and several members of the OFA
General Committee were in attendance.

The lunch was followed by a few words from Dudley Backhurst, who read out several
apologies for non attendance, as well as a fax from abroad with best wishes for a
successful day from Peter Clark. He was also pleased to see some new young’ faces at the
table and hoped that more would attend in the future.

The main speech came from John Crotty, who said that the OFA was in good shape and
highlighted the recent successful Farnham Lecture by James Mates and the entry in the
"Celebration in Flowers' at the Parish Church. He had prepared lists of all scholars who had
left the School since 1933 and felt that with some effort the current membership could be
greatly increased.

If the currently active members helped to persuade old friends and colleagues from the
School to join the Association, there was no reason why it could not survive well into the
next century.

It was arranged that the Southampton Lunch for 1996 would be held on 16th Qctober at
the same venue. To all Old Boys, this annual event is recommended and Dudley Backhurst
looks forward to welcoming some more new faces in 1996.

Attending; J.D.Backhurst, 1.C.Sargeant, C.Nash, A.D.Harland, D.A.Bowtell, B.Webberley,
AJRyall, PCHall, N.HPatrick, G.D.Blunt, RRobins, J.E.Goddard, PHuntingford,
E.Hunt, T.Tidd, D.E.Lampard, C.D.Trust, G.W.S.Morris, A.J.Hall, L.R.Dowsett,
J.H.Crotty, D.C.Horry, D.J.Phillips, G.Baxter.

9E ABBE,.
The ABBEY SCHOOL at The Abbey School
Farnham Menin Way
for pupils with Moderate Farnham
Learning Difficulties Surrey GU9 8DY
in South West Surrey Tel: 01252 725059

SCHOOV
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Principal’s Postbag KATHLEEN KIMBER

In the last few weeks an enormous amount seems to have happened. Apart from the usual
routines of students doing mock examinations, going on field trips, winning Rotary public
speaking competitions, and the a nual Rag Week for local charities, I have been tempted to
re-name the College.

Audit Academy is my current preferred title. Since the beginning of February, we have had
nine days of internal audit, ten days of FEFC (Further Education Council) audit inspection,
a week of FEFC inspection of cross-college issues. The latter include Responsiveness,
Advice, guidance and support, Government and management, Quality Assurance,
Accommodation, staffing and resources/equipment. We are now busy working on the draft
reports and have to complete our action plans resulting from the feedback we are given. T
hope everyone feels greatly relieved that we are being held accountable and that there is
such scrutiny of the use we make of public money. I am wholly in favour of public
accountability, and have long urged that we should all expect to provide a very high
quality service and to be able to demonstrate that we do. I just wish that everyone did not
come together. and that all those forming judgements on our operation perhaps understood
our perception of education and training for the Farnham area.

Meanwhile before my eyes - at least when I have a moment to sit at my desk - the new
building to replace most of the huts rises daily. It is due for completion on 26th July and
the contractors are on programme. We are planning to be up and running by September.
The building will greatly enhance the College stock and draw us together. It was exciting
to watch the laying of the foundation stone, undertaken by Mayor and governor Michael
Blower, but even more exciting to assist two students who buried a time capsule. T wonder
if any of the creche children who attended the event will be around in a hundred years time
when it is unearthed? George Baxter and Paul French were amongst the people who
attended this homely ceremony. The capsule contained a first day cover from the opening
of the College in 1973 - as well as current items such as a copy of the university
application form of the chairman of the Student Council, a piece of chalk and a whiteboard
marker, a tape recording of a telephone conversation made the day before of a student
talking with the director of the York mystery plays who has just cast a woman as God, a
coffee mug, a Rag magazine, a map of Waverley.... The list of items is available from your
representative on the governing body! Through the Farnham 400 Trust we have started
work on the history of the first twenty-five years of the College, to be celebrated in 1998.
Tempus Fugit.

The above was written for the magazine on 1st April 1996.

Ties now available in both styles from the Secretary.
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A Tennis afternoon at Lionel Davies House in the early 50’s

These courts were directly across the road from the School and were used by FG.S.,
FEG.GS., masters and other local tennis players. I wonder who you recognise in this
photograph ?

TOP ROW;  John Goddard, Harvey Gudge, Alan Ryall,

THIRD ROW;  Dennis Phillips, Michael Brazier, Hans Holm, George, Carroll, Don
Wilkinson, Tilly’ Tull.

SECOND ROW; Ned Godsil, Sylvia Beeken (forehead unknown), Bill Bodkin, Geoff
Pelling, Derek Skillin, John Aylwin, Maureen Harrison, Harold Beeken.

FRONT ROW;  Christine Pelling, Sylvia Turner, Pat Stockham, Eileen Barnard, Julia
Beeken, Mrs Gudge, Joan Fry, Elspeth Hutchinson.
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1996 Annual General Meeting ' JOHN CROTTY

There was a sombre start to this year’s meeting. It was only the previous week that many of
those present had attended the funeral of Mr. Godsil. Silent tribute was paid to his memory
and that of other members who had died during the past year. Alan Lovell was moved to
suggest that thought should be given to a recognition of the contribution to the life of the
town by Messrs. Morgan, Baxter and Godsil. He was thanked for his remarks by the
President, who considered that the General Committee might take the matter further.

The future of the rifle club was raised via the minutes of the last AGM. The secretary
reported that essential repairs to the building were being undertaken and such alterations
that are planned would not compromise its future use as a range should the need arise.
George Baxter reminded the meeting that the clock on the range had been provided by the
Elphick brothers in memory of their father and should be safeguarded.

Chris Slyfield, in presenting his report on our finances, outlined his proposals for reducing
the number of accounts, particularly those that tended to stagnate. He produced a cash flow
that illustrated the effect of the magazine on the association’s resources; members were
cheered to be told that these should be adequate for the foreseeable future.

This was the AGM where, according to custom established over the years, the President
announced that, after three years tenure, it was time to hand over the reins. Brian Daniels
was elected as our new President and, in accepting the position, spoke of the association’s
indebtedness to Dennis for his commitment to nurturing and furthering the interests of the
OFA and his consistent support of all its activities, notwithstanding living many miles
from Famnham. A well-deserved ovation marked Dennis’s hand over to Brian. For the
remaining posts the incumbents were re-appointed and one vacancy on the General
Committee was filled by Dennis Phillips. The substance of other reports received at the
AGM will be found elsewhere in this magazine.

Old Farnhamians’ Masonic Lodge

In 1953 George Bacon, English master at Farnham Grammar School, was instrumental in
founding the Old Farnhamians Lodge No. 7282, which in those days was restricted to Old
Boys of the School together with past and current male members of staff. With the closure
of the Grammar School in 1973 the lodge decided that future candidates for membership
would be welcome irrespective of whether or not they had been at the School; each
application to be judged on its merits. Before 1973 there used to be an announcement in
the School magazine stating the name of the current master of the lodge and the secretary’s
name and address to whom any enquiries might be sent. With the closure of the School the
magazine also ceased to exist, but in 1994 a similar style publication was produced for
circulation to Old Boys and one time staff. It is now proposed that each issue shall contain
the name of the current master of the lodge. For March 1996 - March 1997 it is NIGEL
BERRIMAN (Not an Old Boy). Once again the lodge would welcome enquiries from any
Old Boys or ex staff, or their relations or friends. Such enquiries should be addressed to
GORDON MORRIS,’ SWEETHAVEN’, MOLE ROAD, SINDLESHAM, WOKINGHAM,
BERKSHIRE. RG41 5DJ. who is an Old Boy and one of the founders of the lodge.
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The Farnham Lecture 25th September 1996
(Report taken from the Farnham Herald - 29th September 1995).

PUBLIC WILL *BUY CHOICE IN TV OF TOMORROW’

James Mates, ITN’s award-winning diplomatic editor, spoke to a Farnham audience this
week of a not-to-distant scenario of 500 broadcast channels, pay television which could
mean that only the better off would have access to the best programmes and news bulletins
tailored by the viewer to suit himself.

"It will be possible before too long to create the Daily Me, a brave new organ which
enables the individual to construct a newspaper or TV news bulletin designed solely for
themselves. They will watch only what interests them and ignore the things that bore the
... It will be The Sun with knobs on, page 3, football, lottery numbers and to hell with
Bosnia."

And, the top newsman warned, there could be a risk of losing those "special qualities for
which British TV is so admired around the world."

Mr Mates, (34), who was a student at Farnham College from 1977to 1979, gave the 1995
Farnham Lecture at the College at the invitation of the Farnhamians 400 Trust, founded by

the Old Farnhamians in 1978 to mark the 400th anniversary of the benefaction of the
former Farnham Grammar School.

He was introduced by George Baxter, the trust chairman, who was head of the school.
Denis Phillips, the Old Farnhamians’ president, thanked him and Kathleen Kimber

(principal of the College) presented him with a piece of pottery made by Laura Hair, a
recent student.

Mr Mates flew back to this country on Sunday night from the Majorca Summit. Before
that he broadcast reports from the World Women’s Conference in China. He headed the
team that won the 1994 BAFTA award for their news coverage of the Rwanda conflict.

In a high-powered riveting talk, Mr Mates spoke of the technological innovations which
were revolutionising the television industry and opening up a vast multiplicity of choice.

"Now we have satellite dishes with their multi-channel capacity and soon we’llhave super
satellites. Already millions of homes are being linked up to fibre optic cables. With the use
of digital compression even the existing broadcast frequencies and telephone lines will be
capable of carrying large numbers of television channels."

Britain would face the full force of foreign competition from the huge media
conglomerates prepared to invest massively in new channels.

There was a danger that they would invest almost nothing in original productions and

would lock up all the best films and sporting events so that only those who could afford to
pay could watch.

On the other hand, these companies were making the massive investments needed to bring
Britain into the information age. The problem was that audience erosion could mean that
the BBC licence fee became politically unsustainable and ITV and Channel 4 would have
to take an axe to their programme budgets.
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The 1996 Farnham Lecture (... continued)

And how, asked the speaker,"If the BBC, ITV and Channel 4 arcgoing to struggle to
finance the production of dramas or sitcoms or even cover major sporting events, are they
going to find the money to cover news in the high quality, impartial way which we have
taken for granted all our adult lives.

In future, no corner of the world would be safe from the prying eyes of a TV camera,
already there were cameras so small they could be hidden behind a lapel. Instant
transmission from anywhere to anywhere made it impossible for repressive regimes to hide
their secrets and people could no longer say about any terrible crime or tragedy or disaster
" But we didn’tknow" - although with the ability to dial up the news they wanted , they
might not choose to.

I think that preserving high-quality programming will require people actually to demand it,
to demand that the position of the BBC is protected, to demand that they still have access
to well-made, properly financed, accurate and impartial news bulletins," said Mr Mates.

"But T suspect that the British people have become so used to enjoying high quality
television news that they will demand it."

THE FARNHAMIAN 400 TRUST MAURICE STURT

Following the article regarding the Farnham Lecture it would a be a good idea to restate
the four objectives incorporated in the Trust Deed. For those who are not aware of the
Trust, I can advise that this is its eighteenth year in existence

1. The Farnham Lecture last year was the most successful to date and the 1996 event
should also be well worth attending. It will take place at the College on Monday 14th
October and the lecture will be given by The Bishop of Guildford, the Rt Revd John
Gladwin. The 1995 Lecture was held at the College and clearly this helped to make it the
most successful and well attended event to date. There was a full house and it was pleasing
to see so many former staff and students attending, plus several local dignitaries. Our
thanks to George Baxter, who presided over the evening once again, and has performed
this function at every Lecture to date, except one.

2. The collection and preservation of documents and information relating to the history of
Farnham Grammar School and Farnham College. Much is already stored away for us at the
College and if anyone has knowledge of any such data please contact the secretary or one
of the members of the Trust.

3. The Trust is required to engage in and commission research into the history of both the
School and the College. During the past year Hilary Earl has been commissioned to
prepare a history of the College. It is planned to publish this in 1998 to coincide with the
25th anniversary of the College.

4. To pay expenses for students, ex-students, staff or ex-staff of the School or College in
respect of educational study approved by the Trustees. This is limited owing to lack of
funds, but the position is reviewed regularly.
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Farnham Grammar School comes to Morley Road

NED GODSIL
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The above was designed as the front cover to the programme for the Opening Ceremony of
the Morley Road site on April 28th 1906 when the new school was opened by Dr. Randall
Davidson, the Archbishop of Canterbury. The buildings were planned to accommodate 150

pupils, but the school roll was already 165.

The total cost was £13,000 which included site and furnishin

Crosby’s, who were Old Boys of the school.

gs and the work was done by






